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On the basis of the data presented, the author draws a series of significant 
conclusions, of which the following are representative: 

Size appears to be a factor in book selection. The small diminutive volume does 
not appeal as strongly as a larger book. The size most acceptable to the children 
in the primary grades appears to be about seven and one-half inches long by five 
inches wide and one inch thick. There needs to be fiu-ther experimenting, however, 
to decide if a larger book would be more acceptable than this. These experiments had 
no book larger than the above 

The internal arrangement of books also influences choices, (a) Numerous illustra- 
tions make a book acceptable to children. Twenty-five per cent of the book space 
seems the minimum amount of space to be devoted to pictures to make a book accept- 
able for little children. Large, full-paged pictures are preferred to smaller ones 
inserted irregularly in the text, (b) Colors preferred by the younger children are 
rather crude and elementary, having a high degree of saturation and a great deal of 
brightness. Older children gradually grow into a preference for softer tints and tones. 
(c) Hiunor and action in pictures make an appeal to primary children, (d) Pictures 
that have story-telling qualities have a high attraction, (e) A fair number of stories 
in a familiar field attract children to a book [p. 131]. 

The results of the investigation indicate clearly that the external appear- 
ance of books exerts a marked influence upon children's selection. In the light 
of this fact, the purchase by the school of editions which are most stimulating 
to the interests of a child becomes an important matter. In order to facilitate 
the selection of books which make a strong appeal to children, a score-card 
has been devised by which books may be rated as to physical make-up. Several 
sample ratings are given which make the use of the score-card clear to the 
reader. 

From the standpoint of technique, the investigation has been carefully 
planned. The report is well organized and is well supported by graphic illustra- 
tions. The value of the pupils' choice might have been considered somewhat 
more fully. Their choice as to length of line, for example, is plamly to be 
subordinated to the requirements of the hygiene of eyesight. One raises the 
question as to whether there may not be similar conflicts in regard to the size 
and binding of the book. How significant is the pupil's choice ? The factual 
evidence from the experiments is clearly and logically presented. A further 
elaboration of the interpretative discussion would be desurable. 

G. T. BUSWELL 

Community civics for the seventh and eighth grades. — The realization that 
much can be done in the elementary grades of the school in creating interest 
in social problems and in supplying knowledge of social activities and agencies 
has caused emphasis to be placed on civics instruction in these grades. This 
emphasis on civics instruction has resulted in a demand for material which 
can profitably be used in the work. The fault with many, if not most, of our 
elementary textbooks on civics is that they do not supply the pupils with inter- 
esting material and especially with material which is of vital concern to them. 
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The purpose of a recent writer* on community civics has been to supply 
the teachers of the seventh and eighth grades with material which meets the 
interest and attainments of the pupils of these grades. The author has realized 
in preparing the book that it will not apply to all classes alike and that the 
teacher will need to adapt it to the special needs of the class. 

The content of the book is presented in fourteen chapters. In chapter i 
the author develops the community idea by emphasizing the interdependence 
of people; the relation between different communities such as the home, the 
school, and the state; the beginning and development of the city; the differ- 
ent kinds of communities; the acquirement of citizenship; and the ways in 
which the community helps the citizen. Chapter ii is devoted to a discussion 
of the conditions necessary for good health, the purification of air and water, 
the disposal of waste matter, the feeding of a city, Uving conditions at home, 
the promotion of individual health, and keeping the community clean. Other 
chapters deal with "Training the Growing Citizen," "Providing Recreation," 
"Planning the Community," "Laying up Wealth," "Promoting Right Liv- 
ing," "American Ideas about Government," "Law-making and Law-enforc- 
ing," "Voting," and "Supporting the Government." The book contains 
many impressive illustrations, and at the end of each chapter a list of topics 
is presented whereby the subject may be further developed and related to the 
local community. Those who are acquainted with Mr. Hughes's book on 
community civics for high schools will find this book very similar in 
organization. 

The distinctive merit of. the book rests on the topics which the author has 
included in his discussion. They are undoubtedly of a sort that will not only 
interest the pupil but will awaken in him the spirit of community service. 
While the book may be highly commended in choice of topics and in adapta- 
bihty to the seventh and eighth grades, the teacher must use wisdom in fitting 
the book to her special needs and in teaching the subject not merely by the 
question-and-answer method and by requiring themes, but through actual 
participation in life's activities. 

James Vaughn 

New encyclopedia. — The function of a set of reference encyclopedias in a 
school library is clearly recognized. The value of such books, however, is 
conditioned by their recency of pubUcation, scope, accuracy, and Uterary 
style. The radical changes and advancements brought about by the world- 
war have emphasized the need of a comprehensive postwar encyclopedia. This 
need has been met by the publication of an eight-volume reference work' by 
F. E. Compton and Company. 

' R. 0. Hughes, Elementary Community Cimcs. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1922. 
Pp. iii4-449. 

' Campion's Pictured Encyclopedia. Chicago: F. E. Compton & Co., 1922. 
Vols. I-VII. Pp. 3,842. Vol. VIII in preparation. 



